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Vy dear Sir 
Jear Sir: 


#iil you pardon re for tringing to your attention 
the cage of hiss Currie, whe has teen reconwentdad for «4 position in 
our vepartgent 64 easor Jd. B. Paullt 

Wiss Currie is «& gpaduate of Weill University, who . 
C4 8 nepe 14 Y, BUCuEL wit Moe 7 Uf ie WOT A 3 WELCL She Hs per Lor reg 
tO the high setisfsctaonr of the Cepartuent of Eotany, Tt 
altogether protatbie that we ebell again give nePee Fellowship next 
wi] oh ae 

eit vis wi Kose miles & a i ae ef u L Feud +e a1 wint tas 
a tie i{ z Ca POOR OS COBWVICI OES tt Cniversity TuUsd look 
LOPwers wo Uraiiit WOREY puUdenis tO de werk that. was forrerly 
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underteken by ren. In fact; we ehsll probatly ting that din eore 
De DArTTents 4a Ls Vee pats, Of Cur eradumve work #111 te UBDer va keg Uy 
wORSh @tudents for gore Tite to come, Lit, however, tie couneury 
ia Uitab le +O ni ford positvitens L¢ E 185 8 fi # OU EL BVaADUALeS the 
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4 of the vovernors of the University were discussing 


o 


(his Gaitsr last autumn, when Cir fazund Osler was one of vbose who 


was particularly interested in knowing how far openings wouid te 


Ld 
provided for our women graduates, In these ircurstances wilt you 
allow we to ask whether you will not re-consider your decision with 
regard to Miss Currie? and accept her for a position for which she 


was recormended, I understand, ty Wr. McCubbin, particularly as I 


am not asking a personal favour in her tehalf, inasmuch as her 


Q 


ientific training is thoroughly adequate for advanced work ? 


Address reply to 


DIRECTOR’S OFFICE 


THE DIRECTOR Central Experimental Farm, 


EXPERIMENTAL FARMS 


Ottawa,... May.-22nd,1917.- 
Robt AseFalconer, ES4., C.MeGe, 
President University of Toronto, 


Toronto, Ont. 


Dear Sir,- 

on the 14th inst. I received your letter of the 
lith, with respect to openings in the Government service for 
lady graduates of our universities and referring especially 
to the case of Miss Mary E.Currie, recently recommended by 
Prof.J.B.Faull for employment in connection with our White 
Piné Blister Rust work this aummer, to assist Mr .W.A.McCubban, 
Field Officer of our Division of Botany,at St.Catharines,Ont. 
I have delayed replying for a few days until I could inquire 
further into the possibility of employing Miss Currie. I have 
now had a chance of discussing the subject with some of the 
members of the staff of our Division of Botany, which has 
immediate charge of the White Pine Blister Rust work, and I 
regret to have to inform you that the conclusion reached before 
has been confirmed and that it is not considered practicable 
to employ Miss Currie as suggested. 

It is rather unfortunate that a letter written to 
Prof.Paull might be interpreted to mean that we did not 
consider that Miss Currie possessed the necessary knowledge and 
ability to do the work required. What we really had in mina, 
however, and what I did write Mr.Mocubbin, was that, as the 
technical officers whom we pvroposed to apvoint to assist him 
would be expected at different times to accompany the White 
Pine Blister Rust tnspectors in their work of scouting for 
the disease on pines, &., it would hardly be fitting that the 
Chief of a party of such, inspectors should be a young lady , 


and to have have a young lady in charge of a group of men 


sent to different localities to eradicate diseased 
would hardly do. “ pines and ribes. 


DIRECTOR’S OFFICE 
Address reply to 


THE DIRECTOR 3 
EXPERIMENTAL FARMS Central Experimental Farm, 


—~2— Oh Ry SAR oe. RC Se 
R e Ree 
Under ordinary conditions, we do not regard their 


sex as a bar to the employment of womem to fill technical 
or other positions on our staff; and, as a matter of fact, we 


already have several women technical officers, as, for instance, 
lady assistants in the Divisions of Chemistry and Botany here. 


Of course, as you will readily understand, the fact that 


the employment is of a technical nature does not remove any 
objection that may be felt to young men and young women 
being so associated, in the White Pine Blister Rust work referred 
to, especially when it is likely to mean, as would be the case 


in this instance, that there would be a number of men and 
probably just the one young lady. 


I regret, therefore, that, under the circumstances, 
we cannot see our way to recommend the employment of Miss Currie 
to the post referred to. It is just possible, however, 
we might be in a position to utilize her services in some 


different capacity another year. 


Yours very truly, 


Director. 
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